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RICHARD "RED" CROCKER
Recent

historical research indicates that the roads in

year 1765.

Many people believe

that

Amherst were

Red Crocker was

first

in charge of the

plowed in the
crew that did

that first plowing.

After more than forty years of service to Amherst as
Public Works,

Red Crocker

retired in the fall

Road Agent and Director of

of 1996. Those forty years were

filled

with growth and tumult for Red, as the

Town he

served doubled or tripled in

population. Although the State

Highway

no longer came through the Village, the
roads of Amherst were and are its lifeline
to the outside world.

Mr. Crocker's roads are admired by

Towns both near and

By

far.

establishing

a carefully planned program of repair and
repaving, Amherst's roads are in the very
best of condition.

SNOW!

This

is

the truest test of a

highway department. While many of us
became bogged down in our driveways
because of deep snowfall,

we

we knew

that

only had to go a few more feet to reach

a fi-eshly plowed roadway.

It

was always

know that
men and women

comforting to Selectmen to

Richard Crocker and his

of the Highway Department were dealing

with the

situation.

When the

Selectmen mandated reduced and minimal road

usage to protect water supplies. Red got a

little

salt

redder, but he got the job done!

For a very few people, Amherst is not only their Town, it is their community, to
which they are devoted. It is these people who have made Amherst better for the rest
of us. Among this group of people devoted to our Town, Richard Crocker stands out
as a dedicated leader,

To Red

who

always got the job done.

Crocker, with the best of wishes fi^om

all

of us
.Richard Verrochi
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ROBERT F. JACKSON, Chairman
WILLIAM OVERHOLT
MARILYN PETERMAN
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Term
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Term
Term
Term
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Expires 1998
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Term Expires 1997
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GARY D. MACGUIRE

DR. JAMES

SHARON
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MARCIA HOUCK, Chief
FIRE
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RICHARD E. CROCKER,
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Chief
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Ward

SR., Fire
Fire

L.

STARKE

FRYDLO
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STEVEN BAIR,

DONALD HOLDEN,

Director

Deputy Director
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EDITH NOBLE, Term

Expires 2000

CYNTHIA KENNEDY, Appointed to 1998
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
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Term Expires
Term Expires
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Term Expires
Term Expires
Term Expires

1997

1997

1997
1999
1998
1997
1997
1998
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CHARLES TIEDEMANN,

Chairman

GEORGE BOWER
ROGER SMITH
JOHN BOWKETT
SALLY WILKINS

WAYNE LYNCH
NEAL FOLEY,

Alternate

MARGARET KEMP, Alternate
PEGGY MILLER, Alternate
MARILYN PETERMAN,

1998
1999

1998
1997
1999
1997
1998
1999
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PETER BERGIN,

Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1999
Term Expires 1997
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F.
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PETER BERGIN, Chairman

ROBERT CROUTER
RICHARD VERROCHI
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ROLF BIGGERS, Chairman
CAROLYN QUINN

WLLIAM DONOVAN
JAMES EMMOND
BETH DAVIS
NICOLE KELLY, Alternate
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WILLL\M OVERHOLT, Ex-Officio
CHARLES TIEDEMANN, Planning Bd.
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Term Expires
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1997
1999
1997
1999
1999
1998
1999
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Term Expires
Term Expires
Term Expires

1999
1997
1998
1998
1999
1998

1999
1999

Rep.

Resigned

LIBRARY TRUSTEES

DONALD HOLDEN, Chairman
HAROLD STRUSS
KATHY SOMSSICH
MARION SORTEVIK
JOAN JONES
ROBERT LOWN
TERRY TIPTON,

Resigned

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
JOHN HARVEY, Chairman
HOWARD PARKHURST
RICHARD HART
THORNTON STEARNS

WOODBURY
TOM WILKINS

JAN

BRUCE BECKLEY
WILLL\M KRAMER, Alternate
NOLAN JONES, Alternate
ALEX PROHODSKI, Alternate
CHRISTOPHER KAISER,
VIN PUGLL\,
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Alternate
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NANCY BOETTINGER, Resigned
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Term Expires
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Term Expires
Term Expires
Term Expires
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Term Expires
Term Expires
Term Expires
Term Expires

1998

1998

1999
1997
1998
1998

1999
1998
1997
1997
1998

1999

RECREATION COMMISSION

MARY ANN SIDEBOTHOM, Chairman
WILLIAM DONOVAN
KRIS KYLE

SUSAN MCKENNEY,

Alternate

GARRY KEANE, Alternate

ANDREW PATAKY, Alternate
RICK TINO,

Alternate

FRANK MYNAHAN, Alternate
ROBERT JACKSON, Ex-Officio
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Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
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Expires 1999
Expires 1998
Expires 1999

Expires 1997
Expires 1998
Expires 1998
Expires 1998
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JOHN M. STARKEY
RICHARD E. CROCKER
RICHARD LALLEY
WILLIAM OVERHOLT, Ex-Officio

MARCIA HOUCK
STEVEN BAIR
GARY MACGUIRE

ROAD COMMISSION
CHRISTOPHER KAISER

Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1999
Term Expires 1997

GEORGE BOWER
TOM SOMMERS

NASHUA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
MARTIN MICHAELIS
Term Expires
MARILYN PETERMAN
Term Expires
MICHAEL LAMBERT, Alternate
Term Expires
PAUL WENGER, Alternate
Term Expires
ERIC MOORE, Traffic Advisory Committee

1999

1999
1998

1999

SOUHEGAN REGIONAL LANDFILL DISTRICT
PETER SOMSSICH
SANDRA LAFLEUR

Term Expires 1998
Term Expires 1997

RECYCLING COMMITTEE
JEAN PITUCK, Chairman

SANDRA LAFLEUR

RICHARD SHERWOOD
PETER SOMSSICH

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE
NEAL FOLEY,

General Chairman

HANI DURZY, Co-Chairman

BRUCE RIBOLINI,
GREG KING

Co-Chainnan

INGRID MICHAELIS

DAVID HALLENBECK
CHRISTY JAMESON, Alt.

QUINN
ROBERT HEATON

JIM

JERRY KLEIN
STEVE LOGAN
CHARLES PYLE
JOHN LEAROYD,

Alt.

MEMORIAL DAY
ANN BERGIN

JULY 4TH
CAROLYN QUINN

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE

MEMBER OF THE

GENERAL COURT

SENATE
SHEILA ROBERGE

CYNTHLA.

DOKMO

CAROL HOLDEN
WILLIAM BELVIN
PETER WELLS, SR.

AMHERST

TOWN WARRANT
The

State of New

March

11,

Hampshire
1997

be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Wilkins School
Voting on Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be at the polls

Polls will

Remaining Articles

March

To

the inhabitants of the

New Hampshire,
You

Town

of Amherst

qualified to vote in

on Tuesday, March

official ballot

The

be considered

at the

Town

in the

polls will

meeting held

at

7:00 p.m.

County of Hillsborough and State of

affairs:

on Boston Post Road, Amherst

are hereby notified to meet at the Wilkins School

Village

by

will

13th and 14th at the Souhegan Cooperative High School.

1 1,

1997

at

7:00 a.m. for the choice of Town Officers elected

and such action required to be inserted on said

be open on said date

at

official ballot.

7:00 a.m. and will close not earlier than 7:00 p.m. in

the evening.
are hereby notified that the second session of the Annual Meeting of the Town of
Amherst will be held at Souhegan Cooperative High School on Boston Post Road,
Amherst on Thursday and Friday, March 13th and 14th at 7:00 o'clock in the evening to
act on those matters not to be voted on by official ballot (Articles 7 through 23).

You

Article

1.

To chose

all

necessary

Town

Article 2. (By Petition
Shall

we

Officers for the ensuing terms.

To Enact

the Provisions of SB-2)

adopt the provisions of RSA 40:13 to allow

before the

official ballot

voting on

all

issues

Town?

Article 3.

To

see

if the

Town will

vote to change the position of Tax Collector from a three year

elected position, to a one year position appointed by the

March

1998. (The Selectmen

recommend a

Board of Selectmen

effective

yes vote.)

Article 4.
Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the Towti of Amherst, based
on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: For a person 65 years of age
up to 75 years, $15,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $22,500; for a

person 80 years of age or older $30,000.

Hampshire resident

To

for at least five (5) years,

qualify, the

own the

person must have been a

New

real estate individually or jointly, or

owned by such

if the real estate is

least five (5) years.

more than

combined net income of less than $39,400; and own net assets
excess of $50,000 excluding the value of the person's residence. (The Selectmen

$28,400
not in

person's spouse, they must have been married for at

In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not

or, if married, a

recommend

a yes vote.)

Articles. (By Petition)

To

see

if the

Town will

vote to elect Planning Board members

RSA 673:2,

II

member and

the remaining Planning Board positions shall be

(b) (1), "the

Selectmen

shall

RSA 669: 17. Thereafter,
for a term provided under RSA 673:5, 11".
election pursuant to

in

accordance with

choose one Selectman as an ex
filled at

a Plarming Board

NH

officio

the next regular

member

shall

town

be elected

Article 6.

To

see

the

Town

if the

Town will vote to make the following

changes

in the

Zoning Ordinance for

of Amherst:

Amendment

(By Petition)
Map #002 of the Tax Maps of the Town of Amherst,
presently owned by Roberge Investments, LLC, c/o Al Legro, Vestmoore Management,
Inc., 168 South River Road, Bedford, New Hampshire and being situate on the southeast
comer of the intersection of Route 101-A and 122 fi-om a general office zone to a
No.

To change Lot

1.

#1 12-000 on

commercial zone.

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you

in

proposed by petitioners of the Town?

favor of the adoption of Amendment No.

(THE PLANNING BOARD

1

as

RECOMMENDS A

NO VOTE.)
Amendment No. 2.
To see if the Town will vote to

change Article IV, Section 4-8, B-1. To
shall

BALLOT QUESTION:

in favor

Are you

DELETE

be two acres". (Housekeeping)

"except for a residential use which

of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as

proposed by the Planning Board?

Amendment No. 3.
To see if the Town will vote to

change Article IV, Section 4-7, B-1.

"except for a residential use which

shall

BALLOT QUESTION:

in

Are you

To DELETE

be two acres". (Housekeeping).

favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as

proposed by the Planning Board?

Amendment No. 4.
To see if the Town will vote to DELETE Section ENCLOSURE OF SWIMMING
POOLS. (Housekeeping - now included as part of building code.)

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you

in favor

of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as

proposed by the Planning Board?

Amendment
To

see

if

No.

5.

Town

the

Conservation

will

District,

vote to

DELETE Article IV,

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you
proposed by the Planning Board.

Amendment
To

see

if

No.

Communications

in

favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as

6.

Town

the

Section 4-10, Flood Plain

and replace with the new ordinance as proposed.

will

vote to

ADD new Article III,

Section 3-16, Wireless

Facility as proposed.

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you
proposed by the Planning Board?

in

favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as

Amendment No. 7.
To see if the Town will vote to DELETE

Article IV, Section 6-3,

B-3 and B-4: Remove

"and appointed" and B-5: Remove "appointed and". (Housekeeping).

BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you
Board?

in

favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 7 as proposed by the Planning

Amendment No. 8.
To see if the Town will

vote to

ADD to Article IV,

Section 4-9, A- 19 permitted uses -

"Retail Establishments" (change of use permit from the Planning

Board required for

existing buildings).

BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you
Board?

in

favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed by the Planning

Article 7.

To

see if the

Town will

vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-d authorizing the

Library Trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money, which

may be

offered to the Library for any public purpose; provided, however, that no acceptance of

personal property by the Library Trustees shall be deemed to bind the

Trustees to

raise,

Town

or the Library

appropriate or expend any public funds for the operation, maintenance,

repair or replacement of such personal property and such authorization shall remain in

by a vote of Town Meeting or take action
Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)

effect until rescinded

relative thereto.

(The

Article 8.

To

see

if the

Town will

the ensuing year and

raise

make

sum is exclusive of all
recommend a yes vote.)
Said

such monies as

may be

necessary to defray

Town

charges for

appropriations for the same or take action relative thereto.

(The Selectmen

special warrant articles addressed separately.

Article 9.

To

see

if the

Town will

raise

and appropriate the sum of $224 to support the Big

Brother/Big Sister Program or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen

recommend

a no vote.)
Article 10.

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $500 to support the Greater
Nashua/Souhegan Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross or take action relative
thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a no vote.)
Article 11.

To

see

if the

Town will

vote to raise and appropriate the

740A Grader

purchase of a Champion

sum of $1 1 1,302

for the

to be fianded in the following manner:

Withdrawal from Capital Reserve $109,991
Raised by Taxation

1,311

or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen

recommend a

yes vote.)

Article 12.

To

see

if the

Town will vote to

raise and appropriate the sum of $70,000 for the
Road at the intersection of State Route 122 or take
(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)

reconstruction of Merrimack
relative thereto.

action

Article 13.

To

see

if the

Town

will

vote to raise and appropriate the

sum of $58,000

for the paving

of Hickory Drive, Maple Street, Douglas Drive and Meadow Lane or take action
thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)

relative

Article 14.

To

see

if the

Town will

of two parcels of land
7

vote to raise and appropriate the

totaling 6.6 acres

sum of $75,000

for the purchase

and the buildings thereon known as

Map

10 Lots

& 8 to be flinded by a $75,000 transfer from the Conservation Land Fund Account or

take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen

recommend a

yes vote.)

Article 15.

To

see

if the

Town will vote to

authorize the Selectmen to enter into a lease/purchase

agreement for the purpose of lease/purchasing a tractor/mower for the Recreation

Department and to

raise

lease/purchase payment

recommend

and appropriate the sum of $5,935 for the
(first

a yes vote.)

of five) or take action

FY

relative thereto.

'97-98

(The Selectmen

Article 16.

To

see

the

if

Town

will

vote to raise and appropriate the

Engine IE3 or take action

sum of $18,000

to refurbish Fire

(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)

relative thereto.

Article 17. (By Petition)

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,001 to extend the
water main (6" minimum pipe size) from its present terminus to the Fire Station for
purposes to fill trucks and provide water for a sprinkler system in the future or take action
relative thereto.

(The Selectmen recommend a yes

vote.)

Article 18.

To

see

the

if

Town

will raise

and appropriate the sum of $56,616 to fund the

1996-97 Souhegan Regional Landfill

District

(The Selectmen recommend a yes

thereto.

deficit in the

budget appropriation or take action relative
vote.)

Article 19.

To

see if the

Town will

vote to transfer a sum of money equal to

50%

of the current use

997 and place the sum in a special fund for the purpose
1
of land purchase by the Conservation Commission with the concurrence of the Board of
Selectmen or take action relative thereto. (The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
recovery

money

paid by

March

,

1

Article 20. (By Petition)

To

see

if

the

Town

will

vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 79-A:25 (Disposition of

Revenue) and vote to place
collected pursuant to

fifty

percent (50%) of the revenues of all future payments

RSA 79-A:25,

II,

in the

36-A:5, III. The revenue transfer shall be at
thereto (The Selectmen recommend a no

Conservation Fund

in

accordance with

RSA

the time of collection or take action relative
vote.)

Article 21.

To

see

if the

Town will

in March
(The

vote to rescind the unused bonding authority granted

1995 for the purchase of the Bragdon Farm or take action

relative thereto.

Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)
Article 22.

To

see

if the

Town will

vote, pursuant to

RSA 41

:

1

1-a to authorize the Selectmen to

negotiate and enter into a long term lease with Bell Atlantic

NYNEX Mobile for the

compound on Town(The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.)

construction and lease of a cellular communications tower and

ovmed

land or take action relative thereto.

Article 23.
Shall

we

adopt the provisions of RSA 72:23-n, allowing for otherwise tax-exempt

charitable properties to enter into an agreement with the

of taxes or take action

relative thereto?

Town to make payments

(The Selectmen recommend a yes

vote required.

10

in lieu

vote.) Ballot

Given under our hands and

seal this 5th

day of February 1997.

ROBERT F. JACKSON
WILLIAM H. OVERHOLT
MARILYN PETERMAN
RICHARD VERROCHI

A true copy of warrant - ATTEST
ROBERT F. JACKSON
WILLIAM H. OVERHOLT
MARILYN PETERMAN
RICHARD VERROCHI
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PURPOSE Of APPROCRUTIONS
(RSA 31:4)

1997-98

SOURCE OF REVENUE

Acct.
No.

II

Budget of the Town of

Amherst

iQq7-q8
3912 Special R«v«nu« Funds

Budget of the Town of

SUMMARY OF INVENTORY OF VALUATION
LAND:
Current Use

$1,356,800.00

Residential

192,471,900.00

Commerical/Industrial

27,440,700.00

Non-Taxable ($7,168,900.00)

BUILDINGS:
354,829,100.00

Residential

Manufactiired

1,677,300.00

Commercial/Industiial

36,238,900.00

Non-Taxable ($25,851,200.00)

UTILITIES:
9,463,300.00

Electiic

Gas

941,300.00

Telephone

2,587,400.00

Water

1,579,900.00

VALUATION BEFORE EXEMPTIONS:

$628,586,600.00

EXEMPTIONS OFF ASSESSED VALUE:
Elderly (58)

1,312,000.00

Blind (7)
Totally

210,000.00

& Permanently Disabled (3)

SolarAVindpower

343,400.00
25,500.00

(5)

NET VALUATION AFTER EXEMPTIONS:

$626,695,700.00

EXEMPTIONS OFF GROSS TAX:
Veterans (609)

72,600.00

CURRENT USE REPORT

COMPARISON INVENTORY OF VALUATION FOR
TAX COMPUTATION

1993

1994

1995

1996

Net Land

107,404,005 218,706,690 217,695,600 221,269,400

Buildings

318,350,498 367,042,600 377,278,400 391,068,000

Utilities:

Water
Gas

1,710,291

1,048,300

1,579,900

1,579,900

1,029,500

941,300

941,300

941,300

Electric

6,217,000

9,463,300

9,463,300

9,463,300

Telephone

1,834,000

2,587,400

2,587,400

2,587,400

Mobile Homes

987,970

1,447,300

1,695,600

1,677,300

Total Valuation

437,533,264 601,236,890 611,241,500 628,586,600

Before Exemptions
Totally

& Permanently

Disabled

240,400

343,300

343,300

343,400

Elderly Exemptions

810,100

1,189,000

1,229,500

1,312,000

Blind

90,000

150,000

180,000

210,000

Solar

25,500

25,500

25,500

25,500

Total Valuation

436,367,264 599,529,090 609,463,100 626,695,700

After Exemptions

24

PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATION
(RSA

Accl.

No.

GENERAL COVERNMENT:

32:3,V)

PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATION
Acd.
No.

(RSA

32:3,V)

SOURCE OF REVENUE
Nu.

TAXKS

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
1996 TAX RATE COMPUTATION
Town

Portion

Tax Rates
Appropriations
Less:

5,218,955.00

Revenues

(3,613,208.00)

Less: Shared Revenues

(15,128.00)

Add: Overlay

230,489.00

War

98.100.00

Service Credits

Net Town Appropriation
Approved Town Tax Effort
Municipal Tax Rate

1,919,208.00

1,919,208.00

3.06

School Portion

Due to
Due to

Local School

8,576,665.00

Regional School

5,984, 1 74.00

Less: Shared Revenues

(154.307.00 )

Net School Appropriation
Approved School Tax Effort
School Tax Rate

14,406,532.00

14,406,532.00

22.99

County Portion

Due to County

1,455,893.00

Less: Shared Revenues

(8,543.00)

Net County Appropriation
Approved County Tax Effort

1,447,350.00

1,447,350.00

County Tax Rate

2.31

Combined Tax Rate

28.36

Total Property Taxes Assessed

1

Commitment
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less:

War

District

Total Property Tax

Analysis
17,773,090.00

Service Credits

Add: Village

7,773,090.00

(98, 1 00.00)

Commitment

0.00

Commitment

17,674,990.00
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FOAM

F-65(MS-5)

(7-10-9SI

STATE OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE

OEPARTMEHT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION

(306 id^i 000 00
AMHERST TOWN
CHR BD SELECTMEN
PO BOX 960
..-.

.;'.a

MM 030"^!

MMHrRST.,

ANNUAL CITY/TOWN
FINANCIAL REPORT
R.S.A.

(Please correct

CHAPTER 21 -J

any error

PLEASE
RETURN

GENERAL FUND - Revenues

and expenditures

January

1,

199

to

1.

Modified Accural

Revenue from taxes

1,

1995

to

Naw Hampshira

PO Box 1 122
Concord. NH 03302-1122
Talaphona: 1603) 271-3397

for the period

December

31, 199

OR
July

REVENUES -

name, address, and ZIP Code)

Dapartmant of Ravanua Adminiatration
Municipal Sarvicas Division

COMPLETED
FORM TO

A.

in

Stat* of

June

30, 199 6

- Specify

-g

JfTilM GENERAL FUND (Continued)

ZSIH

GENERAL FUND

(Continued)

^•jn-.m^

GENERAL FUND (ContinuMi)

mSam

general fund (continued)

^'jmm^

GEfu^RAL FV^n

(C<>"*<f tiiKP)

iiSUi GENERAL FUND (Continued)
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fsoienai

ci iMr.

pai
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A.

ASSETS
1.

Current asaata

AMf c cucft - P/«»e. of.^.f|/ thm nmHnH jr

of

December

31, 199

OR June

30, 1996
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SUPPLEMEWTAI. INFORMATION WORKSHEET

Tha data requested below should be included in parts HV. By supplying
not be asked to complete Census Bureau forms F21 or F22.

B.

this infonnation

you

INTERGOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES
Report payments made to the State or other local governments on r»imbura«mant or
cost-aharing baaia. Do not include these expenditures in part VI.

Purpose
(al

will

mssssar SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION WORKSHEET (Continuad)
AND

WAGES
O. SALARIES
Report here the total salaries and wages paid to all employees of your city before
deductions for social security, retirement, etc. Include also salanes and wages paid to
employees of any utility owned and operated by your govemment, as well as salaries and
wages of crty employees charged to construction projects. These amounts may be taken
from the W3 form filed by your govemment for the year ended December 31.
E.

Total

wages paid

1,793,761

CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT END OF HSCAL YEAR

Report separately for each of the three types of funds listed below, the total amount of cash on hand and on
deposit and investments In Federal Govemment, Federal agency. State and local government, and
non-governmental securities. Report all investments at par value. Include in the sinking fund total any mortgages
and notes receivable held as offsets to housing and industrial financing loans. Exclude accounts receivable, value
of real property, and all non-security assets.

Type of fund
(a)

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Map &

Property

Town

Hall

& Land

Lot

Assessment
308,500.00
712,800.00
117,500.00

81,400.00
146,900.00

361,600.00
100,300.00
178,700.00

37,300.00

36,500.00
54,000.00
110,500.00
4,800.00

62,200.00
44,400.00
2,700.00

21,600.00

264,200.00

400.00
100.00
11,600.00

c.u.

14,400.00

91,700.00
18,900.00

c.u.

5,600.00

c.u.

6,3 11.00 c.u.

Town Parks

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Parks - Continued

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Continued

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Continued
Alice

Townes 5-150

Acreage

Assessment

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
JULY

1,

1995- JUNE 30, 1996

1996
Uncollected Taxes

1995

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
1995

Unredeemed

1994

Prior

SUMMARY OF THE TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT
JULY

1,

1995

TO JUNE 30,

General Fund
Opening Balance

1996

698,674.29

Receipts:

Selectmen

Tax

2,000,815.03

18,763,604.76

Collector

Town Clerk

1.170,016.51

21,934,436.30

Bad Checks
Bad Checks-Redeposited
Transfer In From Repurchase Agreement

-36,650.29

34,099.15
17,473,131.24
-18,835,150.38

Manifests Paid

-1,816,726.45

Payroll Manifests Paid

Transfers to

-16.599,345.07

Repurchase Agreement

-19,780,641.80

Ending Balance June

30, 1996

2,852,468.79

Repurchase Agreement
Beginning Balance July
Transfers In

1,

3,428,583.17

1995

From Checking

16,599,345.07

17,473,131.24

Transfers Out to Checking
Interest

196.874.29

Income

-676,911.88

Ending Balance June

30, 1996

2,751,671.29

Conservation Gift Account
Opening Balance July 1, 1995
Interest Earned
Income

26,920.44

800.16
-0-

.

Expended

-2.530.00

Balance June 30, 1996

25,190.60

Conservation Land Account
Opening Balance July 1, 1995
Interest Earned
Income

39,528.56

867.84
22,780.79

Expended

38.185.94

Balance June 30, 1996

24,991.25

52

Recreation/Baboosic Account
Opening Balance July 1, 1995

770.85
21.48

Interest

-0-

Income
Expended

-0-

Balance June 30, 1996

792.33

Rescue/CPR
Opening Balance July

I,

561.57

1995

20.59

Interest

Income
Expended

280.00
zQz
862. 16

Balance June 30, 1996

Town Band Account
Opening Balance July

1,

1995

3,730. 19

125.46

Interest

Income
Expended

1,300.00

-1,934.00

Balance June 30, 1996

3,221.65

Family Golf Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1995

2,370.62

Friel

71.05

Interest

Balance June 30, 1996

2,441.67

LTL Realty Escrow
Opening Balance July

1,

1995

7,835.61

215.46

Interest

Balance June 30, 1996

8,05 1 .07

Quinn Brothers Escrow
Opening Balance July

1,

1995

769. 19

23.06

Interest

Balance June 30, 1996

792.25

DARE of Amherst
Opening Balance July

1,

1995

3,216. 19

Deposits

188.85

89.81

Interest

Expenses

-1,898.08

Balance June 30, 1996

1,596.77

53

Amherst Escrow- Village Green
Opening Balance July

1,

1,015.44

1995

250.00

Deposits

3059

Interest

1,296.03

Balance June 30, 1996
Indian Pond Escrow
Opening Balance July
Deposits

1,

-0-

1995

10,000.00

5/10/96

-

-2,000.00

Withdrawal

22J^

Interest

8,033.76

Balance June 30, 1996

Regency Homes Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1995
Deposits

-

-0-

2,125.00

1/25/96

2AJ1

kiterest
2,

Balance June 30, 1996

149.77

VanLunen Escrow
Opening Balance July
Deposits

-

1,

-0-

1995

6,700.00

10/4/95

133AS

Interest

6,833.48

Balance June 30, 1996

Homes Escrow
Opening Balance July 1, 1995

Colonist

Deposits

-

-0-

56,000.00

6/6/96

llAAl

Interest

56,114.17

Balance June 30, 1996
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT

The Board of Selectmen look back upon 1996 with
completed a number of major projects:
Police

-

satisfaction at having

Rescue Building Addition

A major addition to the Police-Rescue Building was completed, more than
doubling the size of the

facility.

Enhancements to the structure included additional
and increased energy efficiency through

offices, cells, holding areas, sally port,

new windows and

insulation,

Bragdon Farm Land Sold

As

part of the proposal for the purchase of the Bragdon Farm in 1995, the
Selectmen included the sale of some land, and the original farmhouse. Eleven
acres of land on the Bedford portion of the farm were sold to the Animal Rescue

League of New Hampshire for $65,000 (a little more than was originally
anticipated). The old farmhouse and a two acre house lot were sold for $35,000 (a
little less

than anticipated).

Extension of Water Line

The Town Meeting approved a proposal to extend the Pennichuck Water Works
line along Amherst Street to the Police/Fire/Rescue Complex. The project was
completed in November, 1996.
Abatements

new Town Revaluation in 1994, and the continuous updating of
Town Assessor, the Selectmen successfully
defended many of the abatement requests which were taken to the Board of Tax

With

the

assessment information by the

and Land Appeal. The volume of abatement requests has declined dramatically, as
Town Revaluation were felt. The Selectmen feel that assessments
across the Town are generally fair. Our current assessments are 98% of market
value as estimated by the State of New Hampshire, meaning that our assessments

the effects of the

truly approximate the current value of properties.
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TRASURER'S COUPON AND NOTE REGISTER
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
POLICEmESCUE FACILITY BOND

PERIOD

TRASURER'S COUPON AND NOTE REGISTER
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
LIBRARY BOND
PERIOD

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
STATISTICS FOR FY 1995-1996
CIRCULATION

1

Online Subscriptions:

DIALOG Information Services
OCLC First Search Databases
Internet

Cooperative Memberships:

GMILCS,

Inc.

Hillstown Library Cooperative

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
Preschool Storytime Sessions

158

Toddler Programs

5

School Visits (At Library)

31

Librarian Visits to Schools

3

Other Children's Programs
Summer Reading Program

Adult Programs

-

26
215 Children enrolled Read 3,783 Books
4

Museum Visits

257

Displays and Exhibits

25

POPULATION AS COMPILED BY THE TOWN'S CENSUS
1960
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LIBRARY TRUSTEES REPORT

Amherst Library estabUshed a presence on the Internet with a
homepage (www.amherst.hb.nh.us). From this homepage, people with access
In June, the

the Internet, can get information about the Library and

the

Town

to

Hall, access an

on-line index to locate magazine articles (contact the Library to get a password to

use this service), link to other library resources in the state with Internet
homepages, and send electronic mail to the Library (library. amherst. lib. nh. us). In
the near future

you

will

be able

to access the electronic catalogs

of Amherst and

other libraries belonging to the Greater Manchester Library Consortium.

The Library has

also

begun

to offer training in

how

to use the

computer

to access

information, and has two personal computers available for pations to access the
Internet to

do

their

own research

or just to "surf the net".

Some of the people

taking these classes have not used a personal computer before, so do not

experience keep you from learning about and using this
information.

The computer technology

let

lack of

new means of getting

that allows the Library to provide this

by grants from the Norwin and Elizabeth
Bean Foundation. The Friends of the Library also gave an Apple Computer so that
children can access the electronic catalog of books in the Children's Library,
material on CD-ROMS and in the rest of the library
electronic access has been

made

possible

.

Traditional programs have continued undiminished

by the addition of new

technology. This past year our Children's Programs included the

summer reading

program with a western theme - "Saddle up with a good book", a talk by Dave
Salvas on the Olympic Torch Run, an origami workshop, folk and cowboy songs,
and story telling by an author from South Africa.

Our

adult programs featured the fnst annual

Aima Bqardman

concert performed

by

the Creative Arts Quartet, an Internet Swap Meet, the annual Poetry Slam, and a
series of four investment classes.

The Library has been very

fortunate to be able to continue to add to our collection
of quality books, periodicals, audio and video materials despite an inflation rate

among

these materials that exceeds the average inflation rate. This

is

due

in large

by many volunteers.
Some of this years donations include a gift in memory of Robert E. O'Neil by his
daughter Marion O'Neil of the complete set of Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Navies and Armies in the War of the Rebellion, large print books by
the Lions Club, mystery books by the A. Thompson Warner fund, books on

part to the donations of money and materials as well as time

gardening by Amherst Gardeners, books on antiques by the

68

Nipmug Chapter of

word tapes by the Amherst Junior Women Club, spoken word
by the Friends of the Library, and numerous individual gifts in

Questors, spoken
cassettes

memorium

or in celebration of births.

many hours of volunteer work have been given to the Library by
who plant and maintain the gardens
and shrubs, the Friends of the Library for interior decorating, and individuals who
In addition

organizations such as the Amherst Gardeners

help with mending and processing books, assisting patrons, lending expertise
regarding the Internet and computers. The Trustees want to especially recognize
the leadership of the Library Director,

Mary Ann

List,

and the dedication of the

professional staff and the pages for providing outstanding service to Amherst.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPORT
No Time

to

Waste

...

Recycling

is

an important

cut pollution and energy, create jobs, and

it

way to

save our precious resources,

takes only one minute.

It

may

be the

movement of all times.
Recycling is not federally funded or mandated, it's grass roots. We make it
happen by buying Recycled, Reducing, Reusing and Realizing the Long Term (as
opposed to the short term) so that markets can stablize. We Americans buy more
'stuff than anyone on the planet. When we throw something away it disappeais
from our house or office, but not from the earth. We have to be more concerned

most popular

multi-ethnic, multi-national and multi-class

about the products we buy and dispose of (cradle to grave). Recycling is a
permanent part of om- democratic landscape. Involve the whole family, it's easy,
rewarding and good.

Recycling Highlights '96

The Amherst Transfer Station went through an extensive
during the summer. Major cleanup of the recycling area;
and wood
the

piles; spring

way of tree and

bulbs were planted on the hillside.

Many

tidied

up the compost
will be coming

More

shrub plantings; painting the small buildings,

The Selectmen organized a week's campaign
(stickers).

'Beautification Program'

are required and available at the Town Hall.

and building materials.

wood (which

in

signs, etc.

check Resident Dump Pennits
on then- cars and trucks. Permits

to

failed to place these permits

handle painted and tieated

new

New weight scales

are in place to

can no longer be burned) shingles-roofing

A fee is charged to offset the cost of disposal.

Eco-News

A monthly column in the
responsibilities.

'Milford Cabinet' concerning a variety of environmental

Yom- comments and suggestions
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are

welcome.

Earth Day *96

A successful Town-wide litter pickup was launched at the Meeting Place.
Volunteers are most needed in planning

this

annual event in April.

Amherst-Milford Backyard Compost Tour
This is the third year this tour has been held on a Saturday in June. Dedicated
local composters invite the public to view their styles of composting from the
simple to the sophisticated. Maps, videos and handouts, on how to start a
composting area at your home are all available for your education. Look for date
and time in the local newspapers.

Environmental Education Booth - Town Green July 4th
In our seventh year of displaying and distributing educational information on
composting, water conservation, precycling, hazardous waste, non-toxic cleaning
choices, environmental shopping and recycling guides. Please stop by, we're

happy

to help.

Recycling Guides
Available at the

Town

Hall and

Town

Library. Please use these guides to properly

dispose of your recyclables.

Household Hazardous Waste Collections
A new permanent site has been built at the Nashua Public Works Garage,
Riverside Street, off Route 3 West. This facility was open the first Saturday of
August, September, October
the bulletin

board at

collection: April 5,
1 -

& November - 8:00 a.m. to

the Transfer Station for dates

May 3,

June

7,

August

2,

and

12 noon. Please watch

times.

September

6,

Dates for 1997

October

4,

November

8:00 a.m. to 12 noon.

Recycling

Amherst recycling efforts stands about 22%. The NH State goal is 40% by the
year 2000. The Souhegan High School Recycling Team has instituted a mixed
paper collection at the school. This will save them tons of paper headed for the
trash. They are also getting paid for this paper collection.

Thank You To

...

Amherst Selectmen, Public Works Director and the
helped in our recycling program.
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citizens

of Amherst

who have

AMHERST POLICE DEPARTMENT
One of the major goals of the Department was accomplished this

year

when

voters approved an addition/renovation project to the Police/Rescue facility.
the year

came

however, the

to

an end,

new

facility

will allow us to serve the

same time provide
Department
major

is

final tasks

were

still

was being

utilized to

more

greater safety for

all

As

being completed on the building,

Town in

a

the

its fullest.

efficient, caring

who come

The improved

facility

manner, while

at the

to the building.

The

thankful for the support of the townspeople in accomplishing this

task.

Arriving at a state of the art facility did not

come without drawbacks

as the

construction process disrupted normal business for six months of a year that
the busiest in Department history. Calls for service increased

reaching an

all

was

by 4 percent,

much of
one year
the level of previous

time high. Overall, crime increased by 25 percent, with

that increase being in the fraud/forgery category. In addition, after a

dramatic drop in burglaries, the number increased back to
years. This

is

an area that the Department will focus on in the coming year in an

attempt to reduce crime.
In reviewing other statistics, arrests declined

and drug

by 7

percent, with

DWI

arrests

down

There was also a substantial drop in the number of
juveniles detained in 1996. This is now a two-year trend, with a decline of nearly
arrests rising.

50 percent over the two years. Motor vehicle accidents, however, reached a four
year high, increasing 23 percent over 1995. This is another area the Department
will look to improve in the coming year.

The Department

strives to provide the

Town

the best possible service

protection. This can only be accomplished with the support of those

and

we

are sworn
The Town has always been supportive of the Department, as was again
demonstrated by the approval of the building project. The Department, however,
relies on the support of the citizens in another way, that is by being proactive in
to serve.

the reporting of suspicious or unusual activity. This support enables us to control

criminal activity in a cost efficient manner through prevention, rather than the

more time consuming, reactive approach of investigating past crimes.
encourage you to report any and all suspicious activity when you see

we

can maintain the current quality of life

in

We strongly
it.

Together,

Amherst.

As

always, our goal is to improve upon the level of service we offer and we
welcome your comments and suggestions to assist us in meeting that goal.
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SUMMARY OF POLICE ACTIVITY
1993
Miles of Patrol

1994

1995

1996

FIRE

DEPARTMENT REPORT

The

objective of the Amherst Fire Department is to protect/preserve individuals
and property from and during such fires as may occur in the Town of Amherst and
vicinity. The Amherst Fire Department's activities, however, are not limited to
extinguishing fires. The AFD also deals with carbon monoxide, hazardous
materials, oil spills, vehicle accidents and suspicious odor situations, just to name

a few.

The Amherst Fire Department is managed by the three Fire Wards. The AFD is
made up of approximately 50 paid on-call members, which operate ten pieces of
apparatus housed at both the Central Station on Amherst Street and the South
Station

on Steams Road. The Department's members

companies, each with two

The Central

Company

Station houses

the location for obtaining

Amherst

are divided into foui' engine

Officers.

Fire Department's Business Office. This is

bum permits,

oil

and propane

installation permits,

blasting permits, tank removal permits, etc. All fire prevention planning and

inspection coordination also takes place at Central Station.

hours are

Monday

-

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

remains 673-1545. Please note that
emergency, dial 673-3 131 or 91 1.

breakdown

is

as follows:

Alarm Activation

office

non-emergency number. In case of

Amherst Fire Department responded 319 times, Of
219 were toned calls and 100 were semce calls. The

In fiscal year 1995-1996, the

these 319 responses,

this is a

The Business

AFD's telephone number

The Amherst

Town

Fire

Department

is

responsible for enforcing State Fire Codes and

Fire Safety Ordinances. These duties are completed through inspection and

review

activities

of several Department members. In 1996, the following

inspection and/or review activities occurred:

Propane

RESCUE SQUAD

The past year has been an interesting as well as busy time for the Amherst Rescue
Squad. Emergency medical calls were about the same as 1995 (475). As the
interior of the Squad's quarters took on a new appearance, so too did the
management of the Squad. The Selectmen asked Garry Cowenhoven and Marcia
Houck, two former chiefs to join the present chief, Scott Smith, to form a
management team. One of their charges was to assess the existing administrative
structure of the Squad and make reconmiendations. Upon the recommendations
made by the team, the Selectmen appointed a chief who will be a Town
department head with sole authority for nmning the Squad and answer only to the
Board of Selectmen.
emergency medical services for Amherst and Mont
Vernon, the Amherst Rescue Squad supplies additional hours of commimity
In addition to providing

service for such events as standbys at athletic events, parades, demonstrations,
clinics, and CPR courses. The Squad is always in need
of additional persoimel, especially daytime. Anyone interested in joining the
Amherst Rescue Squad is encouraged to contact any of our members for
information regarding membership. We are also looking for townspeople who are

road races, blood pressure

at least 18 years of age and live in close proximity of the Police/Rescue Facility to
be daytime drivers (6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.). No medical training is required as a

driver.

The Boy Scouts of America Post 2941 has continued
between

to attract active

members

the ages of 15 and 21, and remains involved in communit>' service

projects.

The Post

is

supervised by Jean Miller. Teens are encouraged to

become

involved.

It is

we

through the continued community support that

are able to provide quality,

up-to-date medical and rescue services in the event of sudden illness or injury.

Your generous donations continue

to help

augment

the operating budget that

is

passed.

Membership

this past

year numbers 47, which includes 8

BSA Explores,

15

EMT-

Intermediates that are able to do IV therapy and administer certain drugs and 2

paramedics.

The Squad would

like to

thank those

who

of the Police/Rescue Building expansion.

voted

at

Town Meeting

last

year in favor

We are enjoying our newly renovated

quarters.
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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 4& ROAD COMMISSIONERS
This report

is

a condensed outline of the paving and rebuilding programs of the

Highway Department

for fiscal 1997-1998.

our regular maintenance of the

Town

These projects are done in addition to
and playgrounds and

roads, cemeteries, parks

Town buildings.
1. Highway Block Grant: The State subsidizes this program one hundred percent
and will include work on portions of the following roads: Cricket Comer Road,
Upham Road, Old Nashua Road, Amherst Street and some streets in the Village.

2.

Road Improvement:

3.

Oiling:

Pettingale

Road and Pine

Acres.

We will be paving Southfield Road and Eastern Avenue under this

account.

$58,000 for paving of the following roads: Hickory Drive,
Douglas Drive and Meadow Lane. We are also asking for $25,000
to be added to the Capital Reserve Fund for the new salt and sand facility at the
Town garage. It is anticipated that this will be the final appropriation and the
4.

Warrant

Maple

Articles:

Street,

building will then be

5.

built.

Merrimack Road and Route

completed and

we

122:

The surveying and design have been

are hoping that this project will be going out to bid

sometime in

the spring of 1997.

We were able to supplement our work force in

1996 with the work group from the

Hillsborough County Department of Corrections
utilized

work

them

after

Community Services. We
week of brush and limb

for our spring and fall cleanup as well as one

our December 7-8 storm. As in the past, they have proven to be

excellent workers and

98

-

we

will continue to participate in this

program

in the

1997-

fiscal year.

The year 1996 marked

the retirement of Richard G. Crocker after forty years of

service to the community. His endeavors through the years has touched
lives

and

his hard

work and

the sincere wish of the Department that

happy and well-deserved

all

of our

and will be remembered. It
Mi\ Crocker and family enjoy a long,

efforts are appreciated

is

retirement.

The Department of Public Works wishes

to thank the

Board of Selectmen for

assistance and guidance during the past year as well as the taxpayers for their

continued support and the dedicated employees of the Highway Department.
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their

ASSESSOR'S REPORT
The equalization
1987
1988
1989

-

rates for the past ten years are as follows:

60%
55%
56%

1990

-

1991

-

1992

-

The period from 1996

Town

1993

-

73%

1994

-

100% Revaluation

1995

-

98%

1996

-

96% Est.

1997 will perhaps be the busiest ever due to the increase in
construction and/or additions. During the previous time
picked up over $17 million dollars in assessments. The Supreme

building permits for

period the

63%
67%
69%

-

new

Court has made a decision that the Telephone Company is not taxable for property
tax purposes so we will start the year with about $2.5 million less in assessment
before our extra value

is

added on for building permits.

This coming year will see a change in the Elderly Exemption
Security will

Town will

included as part of one's income.

It is

Law where

Social

expected that the

address this issue in a Warrant Article establishing

income and

The

now be

new

guidelines for

asset limitations.

office has

been shorthanded since Michele Crowley has had

to cover the

Collector's office during Gail Stout's absence for maternity leave.

Tax

We are a little

behind in our workload but are steadily gaining. With your patience and
understanding we will endure.

NASHUA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
This past year was a very busy and productive one for the staff at Regional
Planning, and

among our more

significant local projects of

completion of a truck travel study through the Amherst

1996 was the

Town

Center which
volume and type of vehicular traffic and provided options for local
action. Perhaps our most noteworthy achievement, after many years planning and
regulatory delay, was the opening of the state's first permanent facility for
monthly collection of household hazardous waste.
detailed the

want to use this opportunity to offer a note of thanks and recognition to our
Commissioners from Amherst: Selectman Marilyn Peterman, Martin Michaelis,
Michael Lambert and Paul Wenger; and by expressing my gratitude for the
cooperation and support that we have received from all of Amherst's town

I

officials.
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ZONING / PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT
Our

was kept busy again
However, we saw a drop in the
office

this

year with single family

total

home

number of permits issued

Commercial/Industrial activity was up dramatically from one

permits up 20%.

since last year.

new

building to

eleven in 1996..

Zoning Activity Report for January 1996
Permits Issued For:

New Residences

No. Permits

-

December 1996
Value

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment is a Board comprised of five elected members
and a number of alternates appointed by the Board of Selectmen. It is their
function to review requests for relief from the

of the

Town

attend

is

2-125

regulations of the Ordinance

welcome.

The following

Map &

strict

of Amherst. All meetings are Public Hearings and anyone wishing to

is

a

summary of the Cases from

Lot Case No.

Name

1996:

of Applicant

Type Zone Decision

PLANNING BOARD REPORT
The Planning Board in 1996 reviewed a relatively small amount of new lots in
subdivisions. The total number of new lots approved was forty-nine (49). This is
almost the same as the 1995 number of forty-eight (48). This shows very little
growth in residential development. As a percentage of existing dwellings this is
1.6%.

Board approved three (3) site plans for new construction in the
commercial and industrial zones. This lags considerably behind the 1 995 number
of twelve (12). This shows that ratio of residential to commercial growth is not
keeping equal. This will cost the town in lost tax dollars in the future.
In 1996, the

Most of the residential growth in the town is till coming from subdivisions
approved up to a decade ago. Preliminary information given to the Board shows
that the growth in the Souhegan High School is from existing homes turning over
to families with high school age children.

The Board

feels that the

commercial and

town

industrial

residential

growth can be balanced financially

zones are developed

at

happening. The town meeting zoning proposals

a faster rate than

this

if the

presently

year include an amendment to

The Board would

the industrial zone to allow retail uses.

is

like to see if this

would

stimulate additional growth in that area.

It is

the Board's understanding that Route 101

signals beginning in 1997

which

will

A is going to get upgraded traffic

enhance the usability of this corridor.

During the year, the Board began a review of the Town Master Plan and will
shortly update key sections. At the same time the Capital Improvement Program
has received much attention and input from the school system has finally arrived.

The Planning Board

will continue to explore every option for increased

commercial and industrial growth
In closing, the

Elmer

members would

in the

like to

coming

year.

thank the Zoning Administrator, Karin

for her continued effort to keep things running smoothly.

In addition,

Crowely for diligence in minute taking. We are very
see Dottie Guy back working after her many hospital stays and wish her

special thanks to Michele

happy to
good health

for 1997.
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RECREATION COMMISSION

In 1996, participation in recreation programs rose dramatically and created quite a

challenge for the Amherst Recreation Commission to offer a variety of programs
to its

many

users while keeping costs in mind. This year brought the approval to

develop one baseball/softball field and a soccer/lacrosse field to meet our

expanding needs for practice and playing space. Youth sports programming
continues to provide Amherst residents with a wide range of activities that offer
physical challenges and

skill

programs included evening

building in a recreational atmosphere.

programs and day

sports. Senior

Our

adult

trips.

wee the backbone of implementing our programs. We want to
acknowledge and thank them for all their time and efforts along with the Amherst
and Mont Vernon school personnel. Local businesses offered their support
through our sponsorship program and we thank them also. Most of all, thanks to
our participants. We strive to serve you the best programs possible.
Volunteers again

It is

our hope that more community members will become involved in the near

future.

Please attend a Recreation Commission meeting or call the recreation

office with

Town as

its

your concerns. Your input
needs change.

is

valuable and helps us to better serve the

MILFORD AREA COMMUNICATION CENTER
On January

Town of Greenville became an official voting member of
Communication Center brining the total number of towns that we
provide emergency dispatching services for to six.
1,

1996, the

the Milford Area

Our

call

volume continued

agencies became busier.

to increase as the

towns continued

An estimated 50,000

to

60,000

calls

to grow and the
were handled during

1996. These included calls requiring police, ambulance, and/or fire department

response as well as public works response and informational calls (directions, road
conditions, etc.).

The goal of MACC Base has been
services to the agencies

we

to consistently provide professional dispatching

serve as well as to the citizens. This

is

best achieved

by the cooperation of all those who are a part of the Communication Center, either
as an employee or a member agency, and we are continuing to work to better
understand the needs of the communities.
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
The

last

half of 1996 will be remembered for

flooding in

many years

its

severe weather.

The worst

arrived in October, closing four roads and impeding travel

The high water made it extremely difficult for emergency
Town. Of course, after the water subsided
from the October flood, winter arrived early in December with the worst snow in
nearly 40 years. The unusually heavy snow severely damaged the power
distribution system resulting in a loss of power for as many as four days for some
areas of Town.
on an additional

eight.

vehicles to respond throughout the

During the course of these events, elements of the Town's emergency response
plan were implemented to help ease the difficulties experienced by our citizens

and assure

their safety.

All

Town

departments played a role in responding

recovering from the flood and storm. The storm posed a significant risk to
residents

was

who were

without heat and water for quite some time.

restored to the Souhegan High School on

opened for use

as a shelter.

sanitary facilities.

Some

As soon

Monday, December

9th,

it

to,

and

many

as power
was

Many residents

took advantage of the showers and
were relocated or sheltered, although most were
homes, or had left the area.

residents

either reluctant to leave their

at any time and all residents are encouraged to plan
ahead for these events. If you, or your group needs additional information

Severe weather can strike

concerning emergency management or personal preparedness, please contact us

673-1545 (Amherst Central Fire

at

Station).

MEMORIAL DAY REPORT
Parade Marshall:

Robert Schaumann

Clergy:

Rev. William Adams, First Baptist Church of Amherst

Readers:

Sarah Ginsburg, Liz Dube

Guests:

Veterans

Bruce A. Tarpley Scholarship presented by Kristin Tarpley

AMS Essay Topic: "How Will

I

to

Amy Wheeler

Observe Memorial Day?"

Essay Winners:

1st

Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

Andrea Crocker

2nd

3rd

Gwen Williams

Caitlin

Ashley Strickland

Nicole Verrochi

Bailey

Guy Lanni

Sasha Nolte

Meghan Kirkwood

Warguska

Matt Constable

Recipient of Patricia Duval/Evelyn Riccitelli Youth Award: Jessica
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Cuno

Stitt

JULY FOURTH
The 1996 4th of July Parade was memorable for many reasons not the least of
which is that in the midst of an overall rainy day across New England, Mother
Nature inexplicably carved out a small niche of sunshine that provided a special
glow to our parade.

For the many townspeople who are involved in the parade, the day starts quite
early. People begin setting up on the Green about seven and the Town and State
dignitaries

-

along with the bands. Fire Department and Rescue Squad arrive at

WiDdns School

to lead the parade along with the Fire Department's

MacGuire is always on hand
Honor Guard and our 1995

Citizen of the Year, Creeley "Buck" Buchanan

there to serve as Parade

shortly thereafter. Police Chief Gary

was

Marshall.

The

children, too, arrive quite early for they have their bicycles judged

join the Lioness Club Bicycle Parade. Their participation

is

and then

always special and the

is clearly mirrored in the faces of townspeople along the
way. This year the Colonel Shepard Restaurant in Milford sponsored a
magnificent team of horses - The Yankee Hitch - owned by Tyke Frost of Point of

pride their parents feel

View Farm

in Deerfield,

they are pretty

much

NH. The

But, the fim of the Amherst parade
local families

horses are so well trained and so beautiful that

guaranteed to steal the show.

is in its

both those in office and those hoping to be

and horses

all

variety

and organizations, the antique
-

-

the wonderful floats built

cars, the State

by

and local politicians

-

the jugglers, the clowns, the puppies

join together to create a mosaic of small

town America

as

we want

it

to be.

on the Green began with Jim Emmond's A Cappella Singers in their
stirring rendition of "Our Country Tis of Thee" and continued with words of
welcome from our Governor as well as our Town dignitaries. Members of the
School Board were with us as well as past "Citizens of the Year" and David
Hanlon, a life-long resident of Amherst who has been a member of the Fire
Department for over thirty years was honored as the 1996 Citizen of the Year.

Our

activities

The

festivities

on the Green were,

like the parade, varied.

We had a marvelous

group of banjo players whose songs and music reminded us of American's

past.

We had an excellent Art Show for adults and wonderful games for children. We
also

had farm animals, a juggling troupe and Town organizations

to provide lunch,

information and a reason to linger with friends around the Green. In short,
a true community day which filled both our

Town and
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we had

our hearts with sunshine.

SOUHEGAN REGIONAL LANDFILL DISTRICT
The Amherst Recycling and Transfer Station of the Souhegan Regional Landfill
District (SRLD) is located off of Route 101 East, just east of the Meeting Place
and west of the Basket Bam. It is open to all residents on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays. Hours vary from summer to winter, and are posted on the sign at
the gate. Dump stickers are required in order to use the Amherst Station (the same
is true for the other three towns of the SRLD). These stickers can be obtained at
the

Town

Hall offices.

Items accepted include trash, which

is

transported to an incinerator, newspapers,

clean corrugated cardboard (flattened), commingled containers (glass, plastic and

metal) and mixed paper products (glossy magazines, cereal boxes, junk mail,

paperboard cartons) which are taken to various recycling
untreated scrap

wood

is

burned

Brush and
an area for
the trash compactors due to the risk of

at the site in the

wood/coal stove ashes; these do not go into
fire. White goods such as refrigerators, stoves,
but a fee for the disposal

is

bum

facilities.

pile.

There

is

air conditioners, etc. are

charged for some items.

for automotive tires. Also collected are waste oil

A disposal fee

and clean

textiles

is

accepted

also charged

along with

footwear. Hazardous materials such as oil-based paints, solvents, cleaning fluids

and pesticides are not handled by the Amherst Station but are collected
periodically in Nashua through a program with the Nashua Regional Planning
Commission.
Although collected at the Amherst Station, the SRLD is not responsible for the
disposition of tires, batteries, white goods, bmsh, oil, scrap metal, etc. The costs
and revenue associated with these operations accme to each town and are not part
of the SRLD budget. The disposal of demolition materials such as treated lumber,
asphalt, sheet rock, etc. has become an issue over the past years and under state
regulations, may not be burned or landfilled at the town's facility. These materials
are now being weighed at the Amherst Station and disposed of for a fee.

The amount of leachate from the closed landfill area has now leveled off at a low
amount per month and is expected to remain so for the near future. This waste
needs to be hauled away for disposal by the SRLD.
The

entire

(1996

-

SRLD budget for

$589,500, 1995

-

1997

The remainder

SRLD

-

$654,750 up

1

1% from the
-

previous year

$180,658, 1995

-

Town

of Amherst, and collected as part of the tax

will be assessed to

and paid by the other member towns of the

$270,504) will be charged to the
bill.

is

$683,100) of which $294,967 (1996

HoUis, Brookline and

Mont Vernon. The assessments
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for Capital

spending are prorated based upon the total real estate valuation for each town,
while those for the Operations Spending are prorated based upon the population of
each town. Two years ago a plan was proposed to remove waste disposal costs
bill and link it closely to the actual waste generated (the more you
waste the more you pay, the more your recycle the less you pay). Even though the
general concept of the Souhegan Green Plan had the backing of our Town, a

from the tax

majority of the towns in the District were not willing to pursue

it

at that time.

The most noteworthy development during the past year for the SRLD has been the
dramatic drop in the demand for both the commingled materials and for the kinds

we have been collecting, e.g. newspapers, corrugated paper
and mixed paper. This situation has resulted in significant cost increases for the
disposal of both commingles and paper materials, in addition to a simultaneous
loss of revenues from the sale of paper products (currently, the disposal of paper
of paper products that

products

is

almost as expensive as that for unsorted household

belief of the District that this condition

is

trash).

only temporary in nature.

It is

the

A fiuther

change for the SRLD occurred at the end of the year, when the SRLD decided to
stop trucking our waste materials using our own vehicle and instead entered into a
contract with D.C. Slocomb Company of Hollis to have all such services
performed on a per haul basis without the need for an

By far the

largest portion of the budget of the

SRLD

SRLD

is

vehicle.

comprised of Operations

Spending, and within Operations, the biggest costs aie those for the tianspoitation

and disposal of trash. Partly due

to the

improving economy and the increase in

population the 1994 trash tonnage for the

of which Amherst generated 3246

tons.

SRLD

As

hit

an all-time high of 7360 tons

the result of significant removal of

demolition and building materials as well as continuing recycling efforts the trash

amounts have been lower since that time (1996 - SRLD 7195 / Amherst 2868,
1995 - SRLD 5226 / Amherst 2115). In fact, the contribution of Amherst tiash to
that collected overall by the SRLD has continued to decline from 45% in 1991 to
only 40% in 1996. The overall recycling rate for the SRLD in 1996 will be
approximately 22% (21.3% in 1995) while the Amherst rate will be closer to 24%
(23.2% in 1995).
Since 1995, the

SRLD has been a member of the Northeast Resource

Association and has been working with this group to
find the

while

Recovery
help identify markets and to

most beneficial pricing and hauling arrangements for our area residents,
same time remaining firmly committed to an aggressive recycling

at the

effort.
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WELFARE REPORT
While the economy has continued to climb back up to the level it was several
years ago, there are still a few families and single people in Town who are
struggling to meet utility bills and rent or mortgage payments. Our elderly
population's needs seem to differ somewhat with property taxes and home repair
payments consuming their social security and savings. Our senior citizens are
proud folks and this office very rarely receives requests for assistance from them.
Last year, the Amherst Junior
grant.

Fimds from

this grant

Women's Club gave me

were used

to

pay

established welfare guidelines. After a report

became

the recipient of $1500.00 this year.

donation was used to send a child to Jack

a $1000.00 discretionary

for items not covered

was given on

under

my

the use of the grant,

I

A large portion of their generous

& Jill Kindergarten in September who
Mom has reported she is an

otherwise would have missed this opportunity.
excellent student and loves school.

My heartfelt thanks to both the Amherst Juniors who worked tirelessly to raise
these fimds and

who

generously contribute to

many

organizations in our

community and to Jack & Jill, who accepted my request for a reduced tuition.
Thanks also goes to SHARE, who through their efforts, supplements our residents'
needs. Our local churches also contributed much in the way of food baskets both
at Thanksgiving and Christmas and I would like to take this opportunity to also
thank everyone associated in

this effort.
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SYNOPSIS OF TOWN MEETING

MARCH 12, 1996
Voting for

Town offices was

held on Tuesday,

March

12,

1996

at

Wilkins School.

1734

votes were cast. Moderator Robert Schaumann opened the polls at 7:00 a.m. and they

were closed
Article

1.

at

7:00 p.m. The business meeting was held on March 14, 1996.

Amendment 2. (By Petition)
To see if the Town of Amherst
Maps of the Town of Amherst,

will

Legro, Vestmoore Management

and being

situate

from a general

vote to change Lot #1 12-000 on

presently
Inc.,

owned by Roberge

Map #002

Investments,

168 South River Road, Bedford,

on the southeast corner of the intersections
zone to commercial zone.

LLC,

of the Tax
c/o Al

New

Hampshire
of Routes 101-A and 122

office

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you

in

favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as

(THE PLANNING

proposed by petitioners of the Town?

BOARD RECOMMENDS A

NO VOTE.)
YES
Amendment 3.
To see if the Town will

NO

309

1269

vote to extend the Commercial Zone to include Lot 85 on

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you

in

Map

2.

favor of adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed

by the Planning Board?

YES
Amendment
To

see if the

NO

976

514

4.

Town will vote to

extend the Industrial Zone to encompass

all

of Lot 86

Map

2.

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you

in

favor of adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed

by the Planning Board?

YES
Amendment 5.
To see if the Town will

NO

972

vote to change

article VI,

503

Section 6-3, B.2 to read:

Town

"The

members of the Board of Adjustment

shall

BALLOT QUESTION:

favor of adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed

Are you

in

be elected

at the

Annual

Meeting".

by the Plaiming Board?

YES
Amendment 6.
To see if the Town

will

1029

vote to enact, pursuant to

NO

473

RSA 674:52,

the

BOCA National

Building Code, as recommended and maintained by the Building Officials and

Administrators International,

Inc.; specifically the edition

any amendments thereto, incorporate the same by reference into
(Penalties under

Code

published in 1993 together with
its

local ordinances.

RSA 676: 15-17)

I

BALLOT QUESTION:

Are you

in favor

of adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed

by the Planning Board?

YES

1139

Amendment 7.
To see if the Town will vote to
Map 2, Lots 503, 45, 46-8, 41,

BALLOT QUESTION:

change the following
38, 35 and 35-1;

Are you

in favor

NO

312

lots

from

Map

12,

Lots

Industrial to
14, 12,

Commercial:

10 and

7.

of adoption of Amendment No. 7 as proposed

by the Planning Board?

YES

Amendment 8.
To see if the Town will vote to
37, 36, and 36-1 on Map 2.

BALLOT QUESTION:

NO

1066

385

extend the Commercial Zone to encompass

Are you

in

all

of Lots 42,

favor of adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed

by the Planning Board?

YES

NO
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March

The meeting was

1996

by Moderator Robert Schaumann. 246
The invocation was given by Rev. Hans Amesen. Moderator

called to order at 7:00 p.m.

voters were in attendance.

Schaumann

14,

464

led the Pledge

of Allegiance.

Chairman William Overholt introduced the Board of Selectmen: Richard Sherwood,
Marilyn Peterman, Robert Jackson and Richard Verrochi.

Town Administrator Dana

Crowell introduced the Department Heads: Sharon Frydlo, Secretary; Nancy Demers,

Town

Clerk; William Drescher,

E. Crocker, Fire Chief;

Town Counsel; Gary MacGuire,

Mary Ann

List,

Chief of Police; Richard

Library Director; Karin Elmer, Zoning

Administrator and Jim Doane, Recreation Director. Richard G. Crocker, Director of
Public

Works was

not present due to

illness.

Selectman Overholt advised that the Bragdon Farm had been subdivided and the
bridge to be replaced in Town, on

and Landfill needed

less

money

New Boston Road,

this

year and

it

last

had been completed. The Library

was planned

to

amend

the budget by

$21,000.

Mr. Overholt then recognized Richard G. Crocker for all the years he has worked for the
Town. Mr. Crocker plans to retire in the fall. Richard E. Crocker accepted an engraved
pewter plate for his father.
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Moderator Schaumami explained the rules he wanted to follow for the meeting: (1)
Yellow cards would be displayed by the voter during a vote. (2) No amendment to an
amendment would be accepted. (3) Speakers would be allowed three minutes. (4) No
one speaks a second time until others have spoken. (5) Two microphones were set up one in favor of a particular article and one against. (6) At the mike, the speaker would
announce his name and address. (7) Should anyone move the question, those at the
microphone would be allowed to speak. (8) No new business would be conducted after
10:45 p.m. unless the remaining voters so desired. (9) After each
restrict reconsideration

article,

a motion to

would be accepted.

Article 5.
see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, on such terms and conditions as the
Selectmen deem appropriate, the sum of $350,000 for an addition and alterations to the
current Pohce/Rescue Facility located at 175 Amherst Street and to authorize the issuance

To

of not more than $350,000 of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate
such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon, or take action relative
thereto.

The Selectmen recommend

this appropriation. (2/3rds Ballot

Motion was made by Selectman Richard Sherwood and seconded
This was a bond

Vote Required)

to adopt the article.

vote by secret ballot. The contract
low bidder in July. The addition will be completed by January,
1997. Ways & Means Committee recommended approval. Carline Wojcicki, who has
resided on Amherst Street for 21 years, was concerned that water usage would decrease
with the addition to this facility, but the answer was no, it would not. Resident Bill Rapf
inquired if money could be added to this article to bring town water to the Police/Fire
Complex. Town Counsel advised that that had not been properly warned in this article.
article requiring a 2/3rds majority

would be awarded

The

polls

opened

to the

at

7:53 p.m. and closed at 9:00 p.m. Moderator

155 "yes" votes were needed to pass

the resuhs shortly after.

were

cast

Motion to

-

206 voted

"yes",

29 voted

restrict reconsideration

this

Schaumann announced
bond issue. 235 votes

"no".

was

passed.

Article 6.

To

see if the

Town will

vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a lease/purchase

agreement for the purpose of lease/purchasing a ladder truck for the Fire Department and
to raise and appropriate the sum of $3 14,000 to be used for the down payment and FY
96-97 lease/purchase payment or take action

recommend

relative thereto.

Motion was made by Selectman Overholt and seconded

The

current ladder truck

and one

year's lease.

for the next

The Selectmen

a yes vote.

two

is

inadequate.

to approve.

The $3 14,0000 requested

is

the

down-payment

$100,000 would be paid towards purchase out of the general fund

to three years.
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This article was passed after a short discussion.

Motion

to restrict reconsideration

was

passed.

Article 7.

To

see if the

Town will vote to

discontinue the

fire

truck and ladder truck capital reserve

accounts. Said funds, with accumulated interest to date of withdrawal, are to be
transferred to the municipality's general fund or take action relative thereto.

The

Selectmen recommend a yes vote.

Motion was made by Selectman Overholt and seconded
Means recommended passage.
Resident

Thomas

open, but take
in that fashion,

all

Grella asked if this could be

money

the

but

Town

amended

Town Counsel

out.

to adopt this article.

Ways &

to keep the capital reserve fund

advised that the article

was not warned

Administrator Crowell said that the Department of Revenue

Administration will not allow the withdrawal of money fi"om a capital reserve for a

lease/payment purchase unless
This article passed with a

Motion

it

is

the last payment.

show of hands.

to restrict reconsideration

was

passed.

Article 8.

To

see if the

Town will

the ensuing year and

raise such

make

monies as may be necessary to defray

Said sum is exclusive of all
recommend a yes vote.

special articles addressed separately.

charges for

The Selectmen

Selectman Peterman moved for adoption of Article 8 and was seconded.

recommended

Town

appropriations for the same or take action relative thereto.

Ways

& Means

approval.

Selectman Overholt moved to amend the budget to reduce
resuh of a decrease

in the

it

by $22,175. This figure

is

a

Library budget by $3,815 and a decrease in the Landfill budget

of $18,360. With the proposed amendment, the new budget figure was voted on. The
amended amount was $4,331,877. This was passed
Resident

Bill

Rapf moved

Town water could be
general

to

amend

the operating budget

expanded to the Police/Fire

Highway budget. Ways

Facility

upward by $43,000 so
and requested

it

that

be added to the

& Means requested time to discuss the amendment and

returned with the opinion that they did not support

it

because there was no information

relative to the costs involved.

After some discussion, however, the amended budget
Motion to restrict reconsideration was passed.
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figure of $4,374,877 passed.

Article 9.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $58,000 for the paving of
Fairway Drive, River Road, and Boston Post Road south or take action relative thereto.
The Selectmen recommend

a yes vote.

Motion was made by Selectman Sherwood and seconded
supported by

Motion to

Ways

& Means.

to adopt Article 9. This

was

Passed.

restrict reconsideration

was

passed.

Article 10.

To

see

if the

Town will vote to

authorize the Selectmen to enter into a lease/purchase

agreement for the purpose of lease/purchasing a scale for demolition material

at the

sum of $10,500 for the FY 96-97
The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.

Transfer Station and to raise and appropriate the

payment or take action

relative thereto.

Motion to adopt was made by Selectman Sherwood and seconded.
Article 10 passed after short discussion.

Motion to

restrict reconsideration

was

passed.

Article 11.

To

see

if the

Town

will

sum of $30,000 to reconstruct
Main Street and
The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.

vote to raise and appropriate the

the Village Green intersection at the junction of Boston Post Road,

Carriage Lane or take action relative thereto.

Motion was made by Selectman Overholt
recommended approval.

to adopt and

was seconded. Ways

& Means

The question was asked if the Planning Board had reviewed the proposal and the answer
was "yes". Beth Davis of the Historic District Commission recommended support of the
article.

Article

1 1

Motion to

passed.

restrict reconsideration

was

passed.

With the adoption of this article, the money issues had been completed. Voters approved
$5,137,377 offset by $3,235,296 in revenue with net to be raised by taxes $1,902,081.

Motion

to restrict reconsideration

was

passed.

Article 12.

To

see

if

recovery

the

Town

money

will

paid by

vote to transfer a

March

1,

sum of money

equal to

1996 and place the sum

50%

in a special

of the current use
fund for the purpose
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I

of land purchase by the Conservation Commission with the concurrence of the Board of
Selectmen or take action relative thereto. The Selectmen recommend a yes vote.
Selectman Robert Jackson moved to adopt Article 12 and was seconded.
Burton Knight proposed an amendment to increase the current use recovery money from
50% to 75%.
After

some

Motion

discussion the article

was passed

to restrict reconsideration

was

as amended.

passed.

Article 13.

To

see if the

Town will vote to

discontinue the bridge capital reserve account. Said funds,

with accumulated interest to date of withdrawal, are to be transferred to the municipality's
general fund or take action relative thereto.

The Selectmen recommend

a yes vote.

Selectman Verrochi moved for passage and was seconded.

He advised that, according to Public Works Director Richard G. Crocker, all the bridges
in Town have been repaired and the remaining balance in this fund could be removed and
added to the general fund.
Passed without discussion.

Motion

to restrict reconsideration

Motion was made and seconded

was

passed.

to adjourn the meeting at 10:47 p.m. and

Respectfully submitted,

NANCY A. DEMERS
Town Clerk
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was

passed.

BUDGET AS VOTED ON AT TOWN MEETING

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Town
Town
Town

Officers Salaries

$89,785.00

Office Expense

222,861 .00

Buildings

86, 1 50.00

Elections

5,400.00

Legal

45,000.00

Insurance

Maps

&

452,916.00

Survey

950.00

Assessing

84,723.00

Police Retirement

25,610.00

Social Security

105,783.00

Employee Retirement

3 2, 82 1

Tree Care

.

00

725.00

Conservation

1,575.00

Contingency

25,000.00

Total

$1,179,299.00

PUBLIC SAFETY
Police

$735,472.00

Fire

143,184.00

Police Special

Duty

25,000.00

Animal Control

1 1

Emergency Management
Ambulance

,080.00

4,

1

00 00
.

45,232.00

Hydrant Rental

1

Total

05,70 1 .00

$1,069,769.00

HEALTH & WELFARE
Health Officer

$1,500.00

Souhegan Nursing
St.

*

Joseph's Elderly

9,000.00

650.00

Souhegan Valley Resources
Nashua Mental Health

2,000.00

Milford Counseling

3,000.00

1,178.00

Nashua Mediation
Nashua Rape & Assault
Gateway

Town

600.00
700.00
750.00

Welfare

15,000.00

Total

$34,378.00
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^

HIGHWAY
General Expense

$177,127.00

Street Lights

24,575.00

Oiling

70,450.00

Summer Maintenance

93,825.00

Winter Maintenance

268,39 1 .00

Road Improvements

37,800.00

Parks

17,014.00

Cemeteries

0.00

Highway Subsidy

185,625.00

Landfill

115,010.00

Total

$989,817.00

RECREATION & CULTURE
Recreation

$157,138.00

Baboosic

31,230.00

Memorial Day

700.00

July 4th

3,000.00

Total

$192,068.00

PLANNING & ZONING
Regional Planning

$12,793.00

Planning

4,270.00

Board of Adjustment
Zoning

1,850.00

94,785.00

$113,698.00

Total

LAND DEBT SERVICE
Payment on Debt-Land
Interest on Debt-Land
Interest on Debt-Bldg.

$27,000.00

Total

$47,574.00

10,795.00

9,779.00

CAPITAL RESERVES
Truck
Rescue Vehicle
Highway Equipment

$0.00

Fire

20,000.00
1

Highway Vehicle

1

25 00
.

20,00.00

Ladder Truck
Salt

6,

0.00

Bam

25,000.00

$81,125.00

Total

95

LIBRARY
Wages

$238,908.00

Operating Expenses

73

,

1

92 00
.

Debt Service:

Payment on Debt
Interest on Debt

45,000.00
35,966.00

Total

$393,066.00

TRANSFERS OUT
Communications Center
Souhegan Landfill

$92,347.00
1

8 1 ,736.00

$274,083.00

Total

Sub-Total

$4,374,877.00

WARRANT ARTICLES
Police/Rescue Addition

$350,000.00

Paving

58,000.00

Ladder Truck
Village Green Intersection
Landfill Scale

314,000.00
30,000.00

Lease Purchase

1

0,500.00

$762,500.00

Total

Grand Total

$5,137,377.00
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF AMHERST
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1996
Date
Jan.

27

Place

Name

Nashua

Lisa D.Dubois
Eric

Feb.

14

Amherst

of Bride

& Groom

W. Dewitz

Lucinda

P.

Kendall

Donald M. Harrington
Mar. 9

Nashua

Linda G. Browne

John M. Wolotschaj
April 13
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VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
Name
Address
Telephone No..

In order to

make my

Amherst,

am willing to

I

and Committees.

contribution to the growth and welfare of the

My preference is indicated by

of

1, 2, 3, etc.

Board of Adjustment

Recreation Commission

Planning Board

Road Commission

Historic District

N.R.P.C.

Conservation Commission

S.R.L.D.

^Ways

& Means Committee

Attach a brief statement as to

Mail To:

Town

volunteer to serve on the following Boaids, Commission

why you feel

Board of Selectmen
Town of Amherst
P.O. Box 960
Amherst, NH 03031

Recycling Committee
qualified to serve as indicated above.

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE REPORT
The Amherst Ways

& Means Committee, having been charged with the task of

actively engaging the

budgets,

is

Town and

School officials in the development of their

pleased to report that our representatives, both elected and appointed,

have done a fme and responsible job as custodians for our

Town and

Schools.

During this budget process, we have examined, discussed, advised, and/or opined
(not always agreeably) on virtually every line item of both the Town's and
School's budgets. And while both of these budgets have increased this year, the
Ways & Means Committee believes those increases to be understandable, given
the level of services being provided to the citizens of Amherst. To that end, we
support passage of both the

Town and

School budgets.

many ways, this year's budgets have been quiet continuations of accepted
paradigms, resulting in arguably modest increases, depending on the methods of
comparison. Yet, these budgets have also been viewed as the harbinger of an
In

impending

crisis.

As has been

articulated

from the hallowed rooms of Town Hall to

the parking lot at Wal-Mart, creating such a wonderful place to raise a family

is

not

without a cost. More teachers, more schools, more playing fields, more busses ...
Unit costs may not be out of line, but the tax burden to the individual property owner
is

increasing at an uncomfortable rate.

While our Committee's efforts afford some level of assurance that prudent fiscal
diligence has been observed, we can not effectively represent our constituency on
the critical, though often over-looked issue of the philosophical bases on which
these budgets are built and our Schools and

Town

are run.

To

that end,

I

embrace these budgets with an open
mind and a broad view; to review them as a member of a rich community
determined to flourish well into the fiiture; and to seek understanding of not just
encourage involvement by

all citizens; to

the costs, but also the concepts and consequences

This Committee welcomes any and

all

imbedded within them.

input from you, and

is

looking forward to a

spirited and enlightening exchange of ideas cuhninating in the

District

Meetings

this

March.

NEAL FOLEY
Chairman
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Town and

School

